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in the course of the progress of the community. The te rms and
provisions of the Constitution are constantly expanded to m eet
the advancing affairs of men. The Constitution is a changeable,
living document. J udges have always interpreted provisions in
the Constitution to meet t he i mp o r t a n t , d i f f i cu l t , e ssent i a l
problem~ of today. When that constitutional language was
written in 1909, and construed in 1949, n o one had an y i d e a t h a t
Nebraska would be confronted with the kind of problem that it is
being confronted with i n 1986 . So I don't thin k an
interpretation, an o p inion of how the Supreme Court might rule
in this case, based on opinions r endered 20 an d 30 y ea r s ago,
should de t er us , in this Legislature today, from making the
difficult policy choice that we a re ca l l e d o n i n t h e s e t i m e s to
make.

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR HOAGLAND: So let me simply say I don't think we should
take it that seriously. I g uess I don' t agree wi t h Sen at o r
Schmit when h e says t hat today, if we pass this bill,we are
burying on the floor, for a long time, the r ights of t he
consumer . An d I r e spec Senator Schmit. Senator Schmit has
made some of the finest statements that have been made o n an y
subjec t a n d t he deb a t e o n t h i s b i l l i n r ecen w e e ks . Bu t we ar e
going to have plenty of opportunity. We are simply amending a
statute here. We are going to have plenty of opportunity to
r esor t t h ese ; al u es , to give more power or less power to the
Public Service Commission in future years. We' re n ot wr i t i n g
anything permanently. We' re here today to make an important
policy choice. And I think that is c lea i . I t h i n k t hat has
been clearly de'ineated by prior speakers. I think we should
make that policy choice by sending this bill onto t he G o v e r no r
today, without further delay. Thank you .

PRESIDENT: S e n a t o r H a rr i s .

SENATOR HARRIS: I c al l t h e qu es t i on .

PRESIDENT: Do I see five hands? W e nave had p r o a n d c o n . I ' l l
put the question to you, shall the debatec lose? A l l t h ose i n
f avor v o t e a y e , o p p o sed v o t e n a y . Have you a l l vo t ed ? Record
t he v o t e .

CLERK: 2 8 aye s , 0 na ys t o cease deb a t e , N r . Pr e s i d en t .

PRESIDENT: Deba t e is closed. Sen ator Schmit, you have the
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